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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Honorable Sir: 

Pursuant to Section 1.97 of Title 37 of the Code of Federal Regulations, and 
prior to the issuance of a first office action, record is hereby made of information the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office may wish to consider during examination of 
the above-entitled application which is being filed concurrently herewith under 35 
U.S.C. 371. No representation is made or intended that a prior art search was 
conducted, or that no better art than that listed is available. 



Application No. 10/571,247 



1-17275 



As this Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted prior to a first Office 
Action on the merits, it is respectfully submitted that no fee is required for consideration 
of this IDS. 

Patent documents DE 29 19 462 A (corresponding to US 4,267,978) and DE-OS 
22 12 816 (corresponding to US 3,849,232) were cited in the specification of the subject 
application, which serves as a statement of relevance for the non-English references. 

Patent documents DE 29 19 462 A was also cited in the International Search 
Report of the corresponding International Application, along with US2001 055548 (now 
US Patent No. 6,613,219), US 4,102,778 and US 5,882,610. A copy of the 
International Search Report, along with its English translation, which serves as a 
statement of relevance for any non-English references above, is attached hereto for the 
Examiner's convenience. 

Copies of the above-noted foreign documents are enclosed herewith, along with 
Form PTO/SB/08A. It is requested that they be fully considered and made of record in 
this case. 
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DE 22 12 816 


10-04-1973 


Kessler et al 


corresp to US 3849232 








DE29 19 462 A 


07-10-1980 


Manteufel 


corresp to US4267978 
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Japanese patent documents, the Indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document 5 Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
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